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U.S. funding for Transportation



High-Speed Rail  DISTANCE NICHE



U.S. High-Speed Rail – WHY?
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U.S. High-Speed Rail – VISION / ARRA



FY11  

Appropriations 

Next Round of 

Funding

FY10 Appropriations Act 

Selections Oct 2010

FY11 
Winter 

2010

Secretary LaHood 

Makes Selections 

$2.4 Billion                

Oct 2010
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Includes all applications submitted on August 24, 2009, for Track 1 (ARRA Projects), Track 3 (Planning), and Track 4 (FY09 Approps Projects); 

applications submitted on October 2, 2009, for Track 2 (Corridor Programs); applications submitted on May 19, 2010, for FY 2009 Residual projects 

and FY 2010 Planning projects; and applications submitted on August 6, 2010, for FY 2010 Service Development Programs and Individual Projects

Application(s) Submitted

391 applications submitted by 38 States and DC requesting $65 million



– considered by FRA and DOT leadership

Evaluation Criteria

Public Benefits Project Success / 

Delivery Factors

Transportation 

Benefits

Project Management 

Approach

Economic Recovery 

Benefits

Sustainability Benefits

Other Public Benefits Timeliness of Project 

Completion

Selection Criteria

Balance and Diversity

DOT Strategic Goals Partnerships / 

Participation

Region/Location Tracks and Round 

Timing

Innovation / Resource 

Development

Prior Federal Funding 

and State Investments



U.S. High-Speed Rail – A Beginning



U.S. High-Speed Rail – California



U.S. High-Speed Rail – Florida



U.S. High-Speed Rail – Michigan



Project Phases similar to Transit

Preliminary 

Engineering
Project NEPA Final Design Construction

Service Development Programs 

or 

Individual Projects

Planning 

Planning

SDP Service

NEPA



Program Challenges

Develop needed technical capacity throughout the U.S. industry 
to conduct the program

Move toward equipment standardization

Build partnerships with private railroads / preserve our world-
class freight rail system



Program Challenges

Achieve and maintain quantifiable performance outcomes, 

including:

 Operating slots/frequencies

 Trip times

 Reliability

Build a sustainable program funding for U.S. HSR System 





Program Challenges

FRA plans to engage contractors to assist in oversight of 

planning, design, construction, plus review of:

alternatives analyses

environmental documents

financial plans

Timeframe:  during 2011






